New Mexico Department of Wildlife
Project ID: NMERT-6193

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Title: Potential pipeline

Project Type: ENERGY DEVELOPMENT, OIL AND GAS TRANSMISSION (PIPELINE), OIL AND GAS
PIPELINES, NEW CONSTRUCTION

Latitude/Longitude (DMS): 32.375085 /-103.874310

County(s): EDDY; LEA

Project Description: Potential double 36" pipeline.

REQUESTOR INFORMATION
Project Organization:

Contact Name: Charles Britt

Email Address: charles.britt@swca.com

Organization: SWCA

Address: 7770 Jefferson St NE, Albuquerque NM 87109
Phone: 5756219425

OVERALL STATUS

This report contains an initial list of recommendations regarding potential impacts to wildlife or wildlife habitats from the
proposed project; see the Project Recommendations section below for further details. Your project proposal is being
forwarded to a New Mexico Department of Wildlife (Department) biologist for review to determine whether there are
any additional recommendations regarding the proposed actions. A Department biologist will be in touch within 30
days if there are further recommendations regarding this project proposal.
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Project ID: NMERT-6193

About this report:

¢ This environmental review is based on the project description and location that was entered. The report must
be updated if the project type, area, or operational components are modified.

¢ This is a preliminary environmental screening assessment and report. It is not a substitute for the potential
wildlife knowledge gained by having a biologist conduct a field survey of the project area. Federal status and
plant data are provided as a courtesy to users. The review is also not intended to replace consultation required
under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), including impact analyses for federal resources from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using their Information for Planning and Consultation tool.

e This report contains information on wildlife species protected under the ESA and the Wildlife Conservation Act
(WCA), Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) (page 18, table 5), and Species of Economic and
Recreational Importance (SERI). Species listed under the ESA are protected from take at the federal level and
under the WCA are protected from take at the state level. SGCN are identified in the State Wildlife Action Plan
(SWAP) for New Mexico; all of these species are considered to be of conservation concern but not all of them
are protected from take at the state or federal level. The harvest of all SERI is regulated at the state level. The
Department has no authority to designate critical habitat for species listed under the WCA; only the USFWS
can designate critical habitat for species listed under the ESA.

¢ The New Mexico Environmental Review Tool (ERT) utilizes species observation locations and species habitat
suitability models, both of which are subject to ongoing change and refinement. Inclusion or omission of a
species within a report cannot guarantee species presence or absence within your project area. To determine
occurrence of any species listed in this report, or other wildlife that may be present within your project area,
onsite surveys conducted by a qualified biologist during appropriate, species-specific survey timelines may be
necessary. Any surveys including handling or capturing wildlife may require a scientific collection permit;
contact the Department's Wildlife Permits Manager at dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov for more information.

¢ The Department encourages use of the ERT to modify proposed projects for avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation of wildlife impacts. However, the ERT is not intended to be used in a repeatedly iterative fashion to
adjust project attributes until a previously determined recommendation is generated. The ERT serves to
assess impacts once project details are developed. The New Mexico Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool, the
data layers from which are included in the ERT, is the appropriate system for advising early-stage project
planning and design to avoid areas of anticipated wildlife concerns and associated regulatory requirements.
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https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc139029819/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmATgAYATDwAcHHgEoANMmylCEAIqJCuAJ7QA5BskRCYXAiUr1WnXoMgAynlIAhdQCUAogBknANQCCAOQDCTyVIwACNoUnZxcSA
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc139029819/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmATgAYATDwAcHHgEoANMmylCEAIqJCuAJ7QA5BskRCYXAiUr1WnXoMgAynlIAhdQCUAogBknANQCCAOQDCTyVIwACNoUnZxcSA
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan/
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan/
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan/
mailto:dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov
http://nmchat.org/index.html
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Common Name

Boreal Chorus Frog
Barking Frog
Plains Leopard Frog
Clark's Grebe

American Bittern

Bald Eagle

Harris's Hawk

Aplomado Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Lesser Prairie-Chicken

Snowy Plover
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo

Elf Owl

Western Burrowing Owl

Common Nighthawk

Lewis's Woodpecker

Bank Swallow

Pinyon Jay

Pygmy Nuthatch
Sprague's Pipit

Loggerhead Shrike

Bell's Vireo

Black-Throated Gray Warbler

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Scientific Name USFWS (ESA)

Pseudacris maculata
Craugastor augusti
Lithobates blairi

Aechmophorus clarkii

Botaurus lentiginosus

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Parabuteo unicinctus

Falco femoralis

Falco peregrinus
Tympanuchus pallidicinctus LE

Anarhynchus nivosus nivosus

Coccyzus americanus LT

Micrathene whitneyi
Athene cunicularia hypugaea

Chordeiles minor

Melanerpes lewis

Riparia riparia
Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus

Sitta pygmaea

Anthus spragueii

Lanius ludovicianus

Vireo bellii

Setophaga nigrescens

NMDOW (WCA)

NMDOW

SGCN/SERI

SGCN
SGCN
SGCN
SGCN
SGCN
SGCN

SGCN 2025
SGCN
SGCN

SGCN 2025

SGCN
SGCN
SGCN
SGCN

SGCN
SGCN

SGCN
SGCN

SGCN
SGCN

SGCN

SGCN

SGCN

New Mexico Department of Wildlife
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USFS USFS SCC BLM
BLM WATCH
BLM WATCH
Sensitive BLM
Species SENSITIVE
BLM WATCH
Sensitive
Species
BLM WATCH
Sensitive USFS R3 BLM
Species SCC SENSITIVE

USFSR3  BLM WATCH

SCC
USFS R3 BLM
SCC SENSITIVE
BLM
SENSITIVE
USFSR3 BLM WATCH
SCC
BLM
SENSITIVE
BLM WATCH
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020015
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.806592
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020010
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102193
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020040
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104999
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040625
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104130
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040030
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103409
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040370
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104470
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040815
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105646
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040380
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106241
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040384
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102654
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041525
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101816
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041515
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100393
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040251
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105709
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041325
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106556
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041320
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103827
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041225
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102646
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042540
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106409
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041945
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101769
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041005
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101291
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041245
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100063
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041475
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104315
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041750
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104527
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042190
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100979
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042325
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106342
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Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDOW (WCA) NMDOW USFS USFS SCC BLM
SGCN/SERI
Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor T SGCN Sensitive
Species
Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus SGCN
Thick-billed Longspur Rhynchophanes mccownii SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE
Chestnut-Collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE
Least Shrew Cryptotis parva T SGCN BLM WATCH
Spotted Bat Euderma maculatum T SGCN Sensitive USFS R3 BLM
Species SCC SENSITIVE
Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus SGCN Sensitive BLM
Species SENSITIVE
Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus SERI
Pronghorn Antilocapra americana SERI
Western River Cooter Pseudemys gorzugi T SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE
Dunes Sagebrush Lizard Sceloporus arenicolus LE E SGCN
Gray-Banded Kingsnake Lampropeltis alterna E SGCN BLM WATCH
Plainbelly Water Snake Nerodia erythrogaster E SGCN
Western Ribbon Snake Thamnophis proximus T SGCN Sensitive
Species
Desert Massasauga Sistrurus catenatus edwardsii SGCN

Common Name hyperlink takes you to species account in bison-m.org; Scientific Name hyperlink takes you to information in NatureServe Explorer; ESA = Endangered Species
Act, C = Candidate, LE = Listed Endangered, LT = Listed Threatened, XN = Non-essential Experimental Population, for other ESA codes see this website; WCA = Wildlife
Conservation Act, E = Endangered, T = Threatened; SERI = Species of Economic and Recreational Importance; SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need; USFS = U.S.
Forest Service, Sensitive Species = A species likely to occur on USFS lands that is of concern for a potential reduction in population viability; SCC = Species of Conservation
Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management, BLM SENSITIVE = A species that occurs on BLM lands and whose viability is at risk, BLM WATCH = Species that may be added
to the sensitive species list in future pending new information regarding species status.

Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM
Wright's Water-Willow Justicia wrightii BLM
SENSITIVE
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040125
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101713
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041905
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103115
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041140
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101543
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041130
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105108
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050705
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.791224
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050095
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104813
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050200
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100941
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050190
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101365
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050585
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100336
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030010
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103473
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030086
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105095
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030325
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104204
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030400
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103491
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030385
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104971
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030130
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104548
https://bison-m.org/Index.aspx
https://explorer.natureserve.org/
https://nhnm.unm.edu/node/1378928
https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/106
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.136676
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Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Tharp's Blue Star Amsonia tharpii E BLM
SENSITIVE

Scheer's Pincushion Cactus Coryphantha robustispina ssp. scheeri E BLM
SENSITIVE

Gyp Ground Plum Astragalus gypsodes BLM
SENSITIVE

NMAC = New Mexico Administrative Code, E = Endangered; NMRPCS = New Mexico Rare Plant Conservation Strategy, SS = NM Rare Plant Conservation
Strategy Species; USFS = U.S. Forest Service, Sensitive Species = A species likely to occur on USFS lands that is of concern for a potential
reduction in population viability; SCC = Species of Conservation Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management, BLM SENSITIVE = A species
that occurs on BLM lands and whose viability is at risk, BLM WATCH = Species that may be added to the sensitive species list in future pending

new information regarding species status.

Page 6 of 12 6/25/2026 07:22:46 PM


https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/9
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.141086
https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/55
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.157713
https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/24
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.143089
https://nhnm.unm.edu/nm_rare_plant_conservation_strategy
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Project Recommendations

Your proposed project activities may require a custom review for assessment of potential effects to wildlife. See the
"OVERALL STATUS" section above to determine the likelihood that your project will be reviewed further based on its
location. A Department biologist will confirm whether any additional conservation measures are needed. You should
expect to receive any additional project recommendations within 30 days of your project submission. If the "OVERALL
STATUS" section indicates that no further consultation with the Department is required based on its location, then you
will only receive additional project feedback from the Department if a biologist deems it necessary.
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Open trenches excavated for underground water or oil and gas pipelines, powerlines, or fiber optic communication
lines can unintentionally entrap and cause the unnecessary mortality of amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals, and
can cause injury to large mammals. Trapped animals can die from exposure, starvation, crushing from pipe-laying,
entombment from trenching backfilling, drowning, and predation. This unnecessary wildlife mortality can be avoided by
implementing conservation measures including: concurrent trenching, pipe-laying, and backfilling operations to
minimize the amount of trench left open overnight or longer; construction escape ramps; and employing biological
monitors to remove trapped animals. Periods of highest activity for amphibians and reptiles vulnerable to entrapment
include summer months and wet weather, and they can be active both day and night. Small mammals subject to
entrapment are active year-round and generally most active at night.

Implementing the general trenching conservation measures outlined in the Department's Trenching Project Guidelines
will help minimize unnecessary mortality of wildlife. Best management practices should include, at minimum, the
following mitigation measures.

¢ Whenever possible, locate trenching activities within previously disturbed areas, such as existing road or
pipeline right-of-ways. To the extent possible, avoid trenching in undisturbed habitat.

¢ Trench during the cooler months (October — March).

¢ Utilize concurrent trenching, pipe- or cable-laying, and backfilling. Keep trenching, pipe- or cable-laying, and
backfilling crews as close together as possible to minimize the amount of open trench at any given time. When
trenching activities are temporarily halted (e.g., overnight, weekends, holidays, weather shutdowns), protect
wildlife from accessing any open trench between digging and backfilling operations by using one or more of the
methods described below.

¢ Avoid leaving trenches open overnight. When trenches cannot be backfilled immediately, escape ramps should
be constructed at least every 90 meters and preferably 30 meters. Escape ramps can be constructed parallel
or perpendicular to the existing trench. The escape ramp slope should be less than 45 degrees (1:1). If pipe or
cable has been installed but backfilling has not occurred, escape ramps may need to be constructed on both
sides of the trench, since, unless the pipe is elevated enough to allow animals to move underneath it, the pipe
or cable may block access of amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals to the ramps if only constructed on one
side.

¢ Trenches that have been left open overnight should be inspected the following day by a qualified, permitted
biological monitor and trapped animals removed as soon as possible, especially where state- or federally listed
threatened or endangered amphibians, reptiles, or small mammals occur. Untrained personnel should not
attempt to remove trapped wildlife because of the potential to injure animals and the possibility of injury from
venomous snakes. Required tools for removal will include snake tongs for removing snakes and a dip net for
capturing and removing amphibians and small mammals. Many animals trapped in a trench will burrow under
loose soil. To the extent possible, the biological monitor should disturb loose soil in the trench to uncover and
remove trapped animals. Animals should be relocated at least 50 meters away from the open trench in
undisturbed habitat. Capture and relocation of all state-protected animals, and even of unprotected animals
using a dip net, may require a scientific collection permit; contact the Department's Wildlife Permits Manager
at dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov for more information.

¢ When pipe has been laid in the trench, end caps should be placed on the open end(s) of the pipe to preclude
animals from entering. Pipe staged outside the trench should be capped until placed in the trench or checked
for wildlife before being placed into the trench.

¢ Most wildlife can be protected by constructing silt fence completely around the open trench. Silt fence should
be supported from sagging by t-posts, rebar, or stakes and buried at the base to preclude animals from moving
below the fence. If construction of a silt fence is a required best management practice for erosion control, then,
to preclude the need for a biological monitor, escape ramps, and concurrent backfilling, the guidelines for silt
fence installation and maintenance in the Trenching Project Guidelines should be followed.
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https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/download/trenching-project-guidelines/?wpdmdl=43136&refresh=669fcc6895cbb1721748584
mailto:dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/download/trenching-project-guidelines/?wpdmdl=43136&refresh=669fcc6895cbb1721748584
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The highly invasive, noxious weed African rue (Peganum harmala) has been documented near the proposed project
area. African rue thrives on disturbed sites and along road sides. It is extremely drought-tolerant and will undergo rapid
vegetative growth when soil moisture is available. African rue is extremely toxic to horses, sheep, cattle, and humans,
containing at least four types of poisonous alkaloids. In addition, most parts of the plant contain allelopathic chemicals
that will reduce the growth of surrounding native plants. To help control this species’ spread, the Department
recommends that any vehicles and equipment arriving on the project site be thoroughly cleaned of all visible dirt and
mud to help contain and control the potential spread of weed seeds. The operator should also initiate a weed
management program that includes a commitment to aggressive control of any African rue on the project site. For more
information on potential control of African rue, see this field guide.

Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) may occur within your project area. Burrowing owls are protected from take by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and under New Mexico state statute. Before any ground disturbing activities occur, the
Department recommends that a preliminary burrowing owl survey be conducted by a qualified biologist using the
Department's Burrowing Owl Survey Protocol. Surveys including audio calls may require a scientific collection permit;
contact the Department's Wildlife Permits Manager at dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov for more information. Should burrowing
owls be documented in the project area, please contact the Department or USFWS for further recommendations and
information on any permitting requirements regarding relocation or avoidance of impacts.

Your project area intersects an Important Plant Area (IPA) that contains one or more species of plants listed as
threatened or endangered by the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) under
New Mexico Statutes Annotated (NMSA) 75-6-1 or by the USFWS under the federal ESA. Although IPAs have no legal
designation, they have been identified as areas that support either a high diversity of sensitive plant species or contain
the last remaining locations of New Mexico’s most endangered plants. The Department recommends that you consult
with EMNRD’s Endangered Plant Program Coordinator regarding any state-listed plants and the USFWS’s Information
for Planning and Consultation (IPAC) system for any federally-listed plants and reaching out to the appropriate federal
species lead(s) with the New Mexico Ecological Services Office of USFWS. The Department does not have any
authority to designate or advise on state- or federally-listed plants.

Our preliminary assessment indicates your project occurs in Lesser Prairie-chicken Crucial Habitat Category 1 (Focal
Area).

The Lesser Prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicintus) (LPC) was designated as a SGCN in New Mexico and
previously the southern Distinct Population Segment, including populations in New Mexico and Texas, was federally
listed as Endangered. The LPC Interstate Working Group has developed the Southern Great Plains Crucial Habitat
Assessment Tool (SGP-CHAT) to designate and prioritize areas for LPC conservation activities and development. Our
preliminary assessment indicates your project occurs in LPC habitat. For more information on the SGP-CHAT, contact
Chanda Pettie, Industry LPC Program Contact with the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, at (719)
207-5053 or_chanda.pettie @wafwa.org.

If your project has potential to lead to take (including harassment, harm, pursuit, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing,
trapping, capturing, collecting, or attempting to engage in these activities) of a LPC and you entered into the Candidate
Conservation Agreement (CCA) or CCA with Assurances (CCAA) for the LPC with CEHMM, the Department
recommends you contact CEHMM (575-885-3700). If your project may lead to take of a LPC and you did not enter the
CCA/A with CEHMM, the Department recommends a qualified, permitted biologist conduct surveys for the LPC
according to these Lesser Prairie-chicken Survey Protocols and mitigating the effects of project activities by buffering
(>1.25 miles of known leks) and avoiding construction or off-road activities during the breeding season (March 1-July
15). Low-altitude aerial surveys or surveys based on flush counts may require a scientific collection permit; contact the
Department's Wildlife Permits Manager at dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov for more information.
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5410106.pdf
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/download/burrowing-owl-surveys-and-mitigation-2007/?wpdmdl=43123&refresh=66995eb53661b1721327285
mailto:dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/rare-plants/request-a-collection-permit/#gsc.tab=0
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/office/new-mexico-ecological-services/contact-us
https://www.sgpchat.org/
mailto:chanda.pettie@wafwa.org
https://www.cehmm.org/
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/download/lesser-prairie-chicken-survey-protocols-2022/?wpdmdl=45541&refresh=66995eb53bd541721327285
mailto:dgf.permits@dgf.nm.gov
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Since your project occurs within Lesser Prairie-chicken habitat, the Department recommends the following:

¢ As much as possible, avoid development within focal areas, connectivity zones, or within 1.25 miles of known
Lesser Prairie-chicken (LPC) leks that have been active at least once within the previous five years, as well as
project sites dominated by tracts of native grass and shrublands (see Southern Great plains Crucial Habitat
Assessment Tool [SGP-CHAT] and Department staff for more information).

¢ As much as possible, focus development on lands already altered or cultivated (e.g., in areas with row-crop
agriculture or developed oilfields) and away from areas of undeveloped native grass or shrublands. Select
fragmented or degraded habitats over relatively intact areas, and select sites with lower LPC habitat potential
over sites with greater habitat potential based on appropriate indicators, including Natural Resources
Conservation Service Ecological Site Descriptions, specifically loamy, loamy sand, sandhills, sandy, sandy
plains, shallow sandy, and very shallow.

¢ Where avoidance is not possible, use common rights of way for multiple types of infrastructure in locating new
roads, fences, power lines, well pads, flowlines, compressors, and other associated infrastructure.

¢ Reduce impacts by using directional drilling and clustering (i.e., multiple wells per pad, common tank batteries)
where feasible or locating facilities to reduce habitat loss and fragmentation.

e During the LPC lekking, nesting, and brooding season (March 1-July 15) within 1.25 miles of leks recorded as
active within the previous five years, avoid the following as much as feasible: 1) non-emergency operations and
construction and maintenance activities, where humans are present; 2) conducting seismic and similar activities
that require off-road travel in rangelands or areas with Conservation Reserve Program or other native, planted
grass cover. If these activities cannot be avoided during these times in these areas, then avoid conducting them
between 3:00 and 9:00 AM. Allowed emergency operations include those that address human or environmental
safety concerns or relate directly to operational continuity such as: responses to spills or well-control incidents
(i.e., incidents related to down-hole pressures during drilling, completion, recompletion, or production
operations); equipment or r-line repairs; unloading one or more tanks to prevent them from overflowing;
patrolling to locate known breaks in electrical service; and activities related to security (e.g., preventing theft
and vandalism), making a well productive again, or unplanned construction and maintenance that cannot be
delayed.

¢ Where avoidance of areas within 1.25 miles of a LPC lek recorded as active within the previous five years is not
possible, institute noise abatement year-round for new facilities and ensure that noise does not exceed 75 dB
when measured at any point greater than 30 feet from the facility boundary.

¢ LPC lek surveys, conducted by a qualified, permitted biologist, shall be required in areas located within SGP-
CHAT categories 1-3 prior to conducting any breeding season seismic activities.
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Prairie dog colonies may occur within the vicinity of your project area. Both black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomys
ludovicianus) and Gunnison's prairie dogs (Cynomys gunnisoni) are designated as New Mexico SGCN, and their
colonies provide important habitat for other grassland wildlife. Wherever possible, occupied prairie dog colonies should
be left undisturbed, and all project activities should be directed off the colony. Any burrows that are located on the
project site should be surveyed by a qualified biologist to determine whether burrows are active or inactive and whether
burrowing owls may be utilizing the site. Colonies within the range of the black-tailed prairie dog can be surveyed by a
qualified biologist diurnally, year-round using binoculars. Colonies within the range of the Gunnison’s prairie dog can
be surveyed by a qualified biologist diurnally, using binoculars during the warmer months from April through October
and by searching for fairly fresh scat and lack of cobwebs or debris at the mouths of burrows during the cold months
(November through March). If ground-disturbing activities cannot be relocated off the prairie dog colony, or if project
activities involve control of prairie dogs, the Department recommends live-trapping and relocation of prairie dogs. A
scientific collection permit may be required; contact the Department's Wildlife Permits Manager at
daf.permits@dgf.nm.gov for more information. The Department can provide recommendations regarding suitability of
potential translocation areas and procedures. If a project will only impact 10 or fewer burrows and there is a large,
active colony adjacent to the site the continued existence of which will not cause future conflicts, the Department
suggests use of reverse dispersal translocation methods as outlined in Creating Prairie Dog Management Plans Part
three: Appendices and Attachments (see Attachment 1). Methods include setting up a wire door over active burrows
followed by monitoring and closure of the few burrows in the project disturbance area after prairie dog evacuation and
barrier installation to prevent recolonization of closed areas. Removal activities should be performed after the spring
breeding and birthing seasons and prior to winter hibernation (e.g., mid-June to mid-November). Prairie dogs in
southern New Mexico may remain active in the winter, extending the potential removal period beyond mid-November.
Removal activities should also begin roughly one month before construction or other disturbance occurs as it can take
between one week and one month for the animals to disperse.

The current project area appears to contain one or more wetland types as classified by the New Mexico Environment
Department’s Wetland Map. Information on wetlands in your project area can also be viewed on the ERT’s Create
Project/Map page. This key can assist in interpreting Landscape Position, landform, water flow path, and waterbody
type (LLWW) codes in the ERT'’s wetland data. Wetlands provide important habitat for numerous species of wildlife
and pollinators and provide ecosystem services, such as water filtration and storage, to downstream users. The
Department recommends avoiding disturbance of wetlands whenever possible, avoiding actions or infrastructure
installment that may disrupt natural wetland hydrological processes, and reseeding or replanting areas where
disturbance cannot be avoided with native wetland plant species appropriate to the local wetland type. For a list of
native seed providers, please see the Department’s habitat handbook guideline for Restoration and Management of
Native and Non-native Trees in Southwestern Riparian Ecosystems. For projects involving filling wetlands under
federal jurisdiction, please contact the Army Corps of Engineers for more information on permits required under the
Clean Water Act.
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Disclaimers regarding recommendations:

¢ The Department provides technical guidance to support the persistence of all protected species of native fish
and wildlife, including game and nongame wildlife species. Species listed within this report include those that
have been documented to occur within the project area, and others that may not have been documented but
are projected to occur within the project vicinity.

¢ Recommendations are provided by the Department under the authority of § 17-1-5.1 New Mexico Statutes
Annotated 1978, to provide "communication and consultation with federal and other state agencies, local
governments and communities, private organizations and affected interests responsible for habitat, wilderness,
recreation, water quality and environmental protection to ensure comprehensive conservation services for
hunters, anglers and nonconsumptive wildlife users".

e The Department has no authority for management of plants or Important Plant Areas. The New Mexico
Endangered Plant Program, under the Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department's Forestry
Division, identifies and develops conservation measures necessary to ensure the survival of plant species
within New Mexico. Plant status information is provided within this report as a courtesy to users.
Recommendations provided within the ERT may not be sufficient to preclude impacts to rare or sensitive plants,
unless conservation measures are identified in coordination with the Endangered Plant Program.

¢ Additional coordination and/or consultation may also be necessary under the federal ESA or National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Further site-specific mitigation recommendations may be proposed during
ESA consultation and/or NEPA analyses or through coordination with affected federal agencies.

¢ Unless a project is marked as confidential in the title or description by the project proponent and if a ERT-
generated report is the only response that the project proponent receives from the Department, then the report
will be made publicly accessible via the Public Comment Letters page on the ERT website.
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