
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Title: Roadless Rule Comment Letter Species List

Project Type: PLANNING, LAND/RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Latitude/Longitude (DMS): 33.437418 / -108.711251

County(s): CATRON; CIBOLA; EDDY; GRANT; HARDING; HIDALGO; LINCOLN; LOS ALAMOS +

Project Description: Uploading spatial data on roadless areas in New Mexico to get a species list for use in

NMDGF comments on the proposal to rescind the roadless rule.

REQUESTOR INFORMATION 

Project Organization:

Contact Name: Ginny Seamster

Email Address: virginia.seamster@dgf.nm.gov

Organization: New Mexico Department of Game and Fish

Address: 1 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe NM  87507

Phone: 5056297738

OVERALL STATUS 

This report contains an initial list of recommendations regarding potential impacts to wildlife or wildlife habitats from the
proposed project; see the Project Recommendations section below for further details.  Your project proposal is being
forwarded to a New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (Department) biologist for review to determine whether
there are any additional recommendations regarding the proposed actions.  A Department biologist will be in touch
within 30 days if there are further recommendations regarding this project proposal.
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

About this report:

This environmental review is based on the project description and location that was entered.  The report must
be updated if the project type, area, or operational components are modified.
This is a preliminary environmental screening assessment and report.  It is not a substitute for the potential
wildlife knowledge gained by having a biologist conduct a field survey of the project area.  Federal status and
plant data are provided as a courtesy to users.  The review is also not intended to replace consultation required
under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), including impact analyses for federal resources from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using their Information for Planning and Consultation tool.
This report contains information on wildlife species protected under the ESA and the Wildlife Conservation Act
(WCA), Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN), and Species of Economic and Recreational
Importance (SERI).  Species listed under the ESA are protected from take at the federal level and under the
WCA are protected from take at the state level.  SGCN are identified in the State Wildlife Action Plan
(SWAP) for New Mexico; all of these species are considered to be of conservation concern but not all of them
are protected from take at the state or federal level.  The harvest of all SERI is regulated at the state level.  The
Department has no authority to designate critical habitat for species listed under the WCA; only the USFWS
can designate critical habitat for species listed under the ESA. 
The New Mexico Environmental Review Tool (ERT) utilizes species observation locations and species habitat
suitability models, both of which are subject to ongoing change and refinement.  Inclusion or omission of a
species within a report cannot guarantee species presence or absence within your project area.  To determine
occurrence of any species listed in this report, or other wildlife that may be present within your project area,
onsite surveys conducted by a qualified biologist during appropriate, species-specific survey timelines may be
necessary.
The Department encourages use of the ERT to modify proposed projects for avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation of wildlife impacts.  However, the ERT is not intended to be used in a repeatedly iterative fashion to
adjust project attributes until a previously determined recommendation is generated.  The ERT serves to
assess impacts once project details are developed.  The New Mexico Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool, the
data layers from which are included in the ERT, is the appropriate system for advising early-stage project
planning and design to avoid areas of anticipated wildlife concerns and associated regulatory requirements.
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https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc139029819/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmATgAYATDwAcHHgEoANMmylCEAIqJCuAJ7QA5BskRCYXAiUr1WnXoMgAynlIAhdQCUAogBknANQCCAOQDCTyVIwACNoUnZxcSA
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4341/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc139029819/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmATgAYATDwAcHHgEoANMmylCEAIqJCuAJ7QA5BskRCYXAiUr1WnXoMgAynlIAhdQCUAogBknANQCCAOQDCTyVIwACNoUnZxcSA
https://nmswap.org/species
https://nmswap.org/
https://nmswap.org/
http://nmchat.org/index.html
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Sacramento Mountain Salamander Aneides hardii T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Jemez Mountains Salamander Plethodon neomexicanus LE E SGCN

Colorado River Toad Incilius alvarius T SGCN

Western Toad Anaxyrus boreas PS E SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Arizona Toad Anaxyrus microscaphus SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Mountain Treefrog Hyla wrightorum SGCN

Boreal Chorus Frog Pseudacris maculata SGCN

Barking Frog Craugastor augusti SGCN

Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad Gastrophryne olivacea E SGCN BLM WATCH

Rio Grande Leopard Frog Lithobates berlandieri SGCN

Plains Leopard Frog Lithobates blairi SGCN BLM WATCH

Chiricahua Leopard Frog Lithobates chiricahuensis LT SGCN Sensitive
Species

Chiricahua Leopard Frog Rana chiricahuensis Threatened SGCN Sensitive
Species

Northern Leopard Frog Lithobates pipiens SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Lowland Leopard Frog Lithobates yavapaiensis E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis SGCN

Clark's Grebe Aechmophorus clarkii SGCN

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus T SGCN

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus SGCN BLM WATCH

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Common Black-Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis E SGCN

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus T SGCN BLM WATCH
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020065
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105472
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020060
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101803
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020095
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104462
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020090
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102714
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020120
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105766
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020055
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103108
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020015
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.806592
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020010
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102193
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020110
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.1355386
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020045
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106539
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020040
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104999
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020025
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105648
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105648
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020035
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101454
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020030
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100159
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040630
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100013
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040625
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104130
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040195
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101652
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040030
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103409
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040370
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104470
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040040
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.799241
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040380
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106241
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040384
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102654


New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

American Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus anatum T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

White-Tailed Ptarmigan Lagopus leucura E SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Gould's Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo mexicana T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Mountain Plover Anarhynchus montanus SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Long-Billed Curlew Numenius americanus SGCN BLM WATCH

Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus LT SGCN

Flammulated Owl Otus flammeolus SGCN BLM WATCH

Flammulated Owl Psiloscops flammeolus SGCN BLM WATCH

Whiskered Screech-Owl Megascops trichopsis T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Elf Owl Micrathene whitneyi SGCN BLM WATCH

Western Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia hypugaea SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis lucida LT SGCN

Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor SGCN

Black Swift Cypseloides niger SGCN USFS R3
SCC

Broad-Billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Violet-Crowned Hummingbird Amazilia violiceps T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Lucifer Hummingbird Calothorax lucifer T SGCN Sensitive
Species
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040384
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105102
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041530
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102622
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042171
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105430
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041500
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101696
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041500
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101696
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040255
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100438
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040690
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102817
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040251
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105709
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041330
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104998
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041330
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104998
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041360
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100787
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041325
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106556
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041320
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103827
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041375
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101065
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041315
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105053
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041225
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102646
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041990
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101434
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040905
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103991
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040950
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102386
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040930
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106450


New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Elegant Trogon Trogon elegans E SGCN Sensitive
Species

Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Red-Headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus SGCN

Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus SGCN

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Olive-Sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi SGCN

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus LE E SGCN

Thick-Billed Kingbird Tyrannus crassirostris E SGCN Sensitive
Species

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia SGCN

Pinyon Jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus UR SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana SGCN

Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea SGCN

Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana SGCN

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides SGCN

Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii T SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040925
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105238
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042165
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101307
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042540
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106409
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042555
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103539
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042520
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105515
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041705
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101135
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040020
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104221
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040495
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102228
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040521
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105260
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041055
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104784
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041945
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101769
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041005
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101291
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041240
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101001
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042135
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105532
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041245
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100063
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040075
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101254
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040070
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104039
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042075
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105855
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041475
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104315
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041750
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104527
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042190
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100979


New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Gray Vireo Vireo vicinior T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Virginia's Warbler Leiothlypis virginiae SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Lucy's Warbler Leiothlypis luciae SGCN BLM WATCH

Black-Throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens SGCN BLM WATCH

Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Red-Faced Warbler Cardellina rubrifrons SGCN USFS R3
SCC

Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus SGCN

Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Abert's Towhee Melozone aberti T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Botteri's Sparrow Peucaea botterii SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Black-Chinned Sparrow Spizella atrogularis SGCN BLM WATCH

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus SGCN

Baird's Sparrow Ammodramus bairdii T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum ammolegus E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Thick-billed Longspur Rhynchophanes mccownii SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Chestnut-Collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Brown-Capped Rosy-Finch Leucosticte australis SGCN

Cassin's Finch Haemorhous cassinii SGCN BLM WATCH

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus SGCN

Cutthroat Trout Oncorhynchus clarkii SERI

Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout Oncorhynchus clarkii virginalis SERI
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042200
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101771
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042430
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104760
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042350
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106111
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042325
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106342
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042320
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105898
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042405
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100492
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041600
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103395
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040125
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101713
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042140
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105909
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041800
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104934
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041790
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104236
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041905
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103115
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041785
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102591
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041846
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102794
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041140
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101543
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041130
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105108
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040415
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.106154
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040395
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100969
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040670
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102678
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=010595
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103888
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=010585
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103418


New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Rainbow Trout Oncorhynchus mykiss SERI

Gila Trout Oncorhynchus gilae LT T SGCN

Brown Trout Salmo trutta SERI

Brook Trout Salvelinus fontinalis SERI

Chihuahua Chub Gila nigrescens LT E SGCN

Rio Grande Chub Gila pandora SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Roundtail Chub Gila robusta E SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Gila Chub Gila intermedia LE E SGCN

Headwater Chub Gila nigra E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Spikedace Meda fulgida LE E SGCN

Suckermouth Minnow Phenacobius mirabilis T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Loach Minnow Rhinichthys cobitis LE E SGCN

Loach Minnow Tiaroga cobitis LE E SGCN

Desert Sucker Catostomus clarkii SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Sonora Sucker Catostomus insignis SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Rio Grande Sucker Catostomus plebeius SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Channel Catfish Ictalurus punctatus SERI

Flathead Catfish Pylodictis olivaris SERI

White Sands Pupfish Cyprinodon tularosa T SGCN

Smallmouth Bass Micropterus dolomieui SERI

Arizona Shrew Sorex arizonae E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Least Shrew Cryptotis parva T SGCN BLM WATCH

Mexican Long-Tongued Bat Choeronycteris mexicana SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Mexican Long-Nosed Bat Leptonycteris nivalis LE E SGCN

Lesser Long-Nosed Bat Leptonycteris yerbabuenae DL T SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Western Yellow Bat Lasiurus xanthinus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Spotted Bat Euderma maculatum T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Townsend's Big-Eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii SGCN USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Pale Townsend's Big-Eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

American Pika Ochotona princeps SGCN

White-Sided Jackrabbit Lepus callotis T SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

White-Sided Jackrabbit Lepus callotis gaillardi T SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Organ Mountains Colorado Chipmunk Neotamias quadrivittatus australis T SGCN

Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Gunnison's Prairie Dog Cynomys gunnisoni SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Southern Pocket Gopher Thomomys umbrinus T SGCN BLM WATCH

Arizona Montane Vole Microtus montanus arizonensis E SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

New Mexican Meadow Jumping Mouse Zapus hudsonius luteus LE E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Mexican Wolf Canis lupus baileyi LE,XN E SGCN

Black Bear Ursus americanus SERI

Pacific Marten Martes caurina T SGCN USFS R3
SCC

Black-Footed Ferret Mustela nigripes LE SGCN

Mink Neovison vison SGCN

Jaguar Panthera onca LE SGCN
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Mountain Lion Puma concolor SERI

Elk Cervus canadensis SERI

Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus SERI

Pronghorn Antilocapra americana SERI

Bighorn Sheep Ovis canadensis SERI

Desert Bighorn Sheep Ovis canadensis mexicana SERI

Western River Cooter Pseudemys gorzugi T SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Big Bend Slider Trachemys gaigeae SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Sonoran Mud Turtle Kinosternon sonoriense SGCN

Gila Monster Heloderma suspectum E SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Bunch Grass Lizard Sceloporus slevini T SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Mountain Skink Plestiodon callicephalus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Gray-checkered Whiptail Aspidoscelis tesselata E SGCN BLM
SENSITIVE

Gray-Banded Kingsnake Lampropeltis alterna E SGCN BLM WATCH

California Kingsnake Lampropeltis californiae SGCN

Plainbelly Water Snake Nerodia erythrogaster E SGCN

Northern Mexican Garter Snake Thamnophis eques megalops LT E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Western Ribbon Snake Thamnophis proximus T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Narrowhead Garter Snake Thamnophis rufipunctatus LT E SGCN Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Green Rat Snake Senticolis triaspis T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Rock Rattlesnake Crotalus lepidus SGCN

Banded Rock Rattlesnake Crotalus lepidus klauberi SGCN
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF

SGCN/SERI
USFS USFS SCC BLM

Arizona Black Rattlesnake Crotalus cerberus SGCN BLM WATCH

New Mexico Ridgenose Rattlesnake Crotalus willardi obscurus LT E SGCN

Desert Massasauga Sistrurus catenatus edwardsii SGCN

Sangre De Cristo Pea-Clam Pisidium sanguinichristi T SGCN Sensitive
Species

Jemez Woodlandsnail Ashmunella ashmuni SGCN USFS R3
SCC

Silver Creek Woodlandsnail Ashmunella binneyi SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Mineral Creek Mountainsnail Oreohelix pilsbryi T SGCN Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Common Name hyperlink takes you to species account in bison-m.org; Scientific Name hyperlink takes you to information in NatureServe Explorer; ESA = Endangered Species
Act, C = Candidate, LE = Listed Endangered, LT = Listed Threatened, XN = Non-essential Experimental Population, for other ESA codes see this website; WCA = Wildlife
Conservation Act, E = Endangered, T = Threatened; SERI = Species of Economic and Recreational Importance; SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need; USFS = U.S.
Forest Service, Sensitive Species = A species likely to occur on USFS lands that is of concern for a potential reduction in population viability; SCC = Species of Conservation
Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management, BLM SENSITIVE = A species that occurs on BLM lands and whose viability is at risk, BLM WATCH = Species that may be added
to the sensitive species list in future pending new information regarding species status. 

Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Taos Springsparsley Cymopterus spellenbergii E SS BLM
SENSITIVE

Davidson's Cliff Carrot Pseudocymopterus davidsonii SS USFS R3
SCC

Dwarf Milkweed Asclepias uncialis SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Berlandiera macvaughii SS

Hershey's Cliff Daisy Chaetopappa hersheyi SS BLM WATCH

Guadalupe Rabbitbush Ericameria nauseosa var. texensis SS Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Gilia Thistle Cirsium gilense SS Sensitive
Species

Sacramento Mountains Thistle Cirsium vinaceum LT E SS
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Zuni Fleabane Erigeron rhizomatus LT E SS

Pecos Fleabane Erigeron subglaber SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Rock Fleabane Erigeron scopulinus SS

Sacramento Mountain Fleabane Erigeron rybius SS

New Mexico Gumweed Grindelia arizonica var. neomexicana SS BLM WATCH

Arizona Sunflower Helianthus arizonensis SS Sensitive
Species

BLM WATCH

Mogollon Hawkweed Hieracium brevipilum SS Sensitive
Species

Five-Flower Rockdaisy Laphamia quinqueflora SS BLM WATCH

New Mexico Rock Daisy Laphamia staurophylla var. staurophylla SS BLM WATCH

Heartleaf Groundsel Packera cardamine SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Sacramento Groundsel Senecio sacramentanus SS

Guadalupe Mountains Goldenrod Solidago correllii SS Sensitive
Species

New Mexico Stickseed Hackelia hirsuta SS

Mogollon Whitlowgrass Draba mogollonica SS

Heil's Alpine Whitlowgrass Draba heilii SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Golden Bladderpod Physaria aurea SS USFS R3
SCC

Goodding Bladderpod Physaria gooddingii SS

Crow Flats Fanmustard Nerisyrenia hypercorax SS USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Guadalupe Jewelflower Streptanthus sparsiflorus SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Kuenzler's Cactus Echinocereus fendleri var. kuenzleri LE E SS

Guadalupe Pincushion Cactus Escobaria guadalupensis SS BLM WATCH

Villard's Pincushion Cactus Escobaria villardii E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Lee's Pincushion Cactus Escobaria sneedii var. leei LT E SS
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-5053

Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Sneed's Pincushion Cactus Escobaria sneedii var. sneedii LE E SS

Thurber Campion Silene thurberi SS BLM WATCH

Wright's Campion Silene wrightii SS USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Porsild's Starwort Stellaria porsildii SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Gila Morning Glory Ipomoea gilana SS USFS R3
SCC

Cliff Brittlebush Apacheria chiricahuensis SS USFS R3
SCC

Cyanic Milkvetch Astragalus cyaneus SS BLM WATCH

Villous Groundcover Milkvetch Astragalus humistratus var. crispulus SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Chaco Milkvetch Astragalus micromerius SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

New Mexico Milk-Vetch Astragalus neomexicanus SS BLM WATCH

Ripley Milkvetch Astragalus ripleyi SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Kerr's Milkvetch Astragalus kerrii SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Sierra Blanca Lupine Lupinus sierrae-blancae SS

Guadalupe Mescalbean Dermatophyllum guadalupense SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Mogollon Clover Trifolium longipes var. neurophyllum SS Sensitive
Species

Shootingstar Geranium Geranium dodecatheoides SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Mescalero Currant Ribes mescalerium SS

Silvercup Philadelphus Philadelphus argyrocalyx SS

Yellowseed Fiddleleaf Nama xylopodum SS BLM WATCH

San Luis Mountain Giant-Hyssop Agastache mearnsii SS

Organ Mountains Giant Hyssop Agastache pringlei var. verticillata SS BLM
SENSITIVE
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Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Mckittrick Pennyroyal Hedeoma apiculata SS BLM WATCH

Supreme Sage Salvia summa SS

Guadalupe Stickleaf Mentzelia humilis var. guadalupensis SS USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Springer's Blazing Star Mentzelia springeri SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Chama Blazing Star Mentzelia conspicua SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Galisteo Sand Verbena Abronia bigelovii SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Howard's Gyp Rinstem Anulocaulis leiosolenus var. howardii SS BLM
SENSITIVE

Sacramento Prickly-Poppy Argemone pinnatisecta LE E SS Sensitive
Species

Guadalupe Milkwort Rhinotropis rimulicola var. rimulicola SS BLM WATCH

Holy Ghost Ipomopsis Ipomopsis sancti-spiritus LE E SS

Pinos Altos Flameflower Phemeranthus humilis SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Chapline's Columbine Aquilegia chaplinei SS USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Alpine Larkspur Delphinium alpestre SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

White Mountain Larkspur Delphinium novomexicanum SS USFS R3
SCC

Sapello Canyon Larkspur Delphinium sapellonis SS

Wooton's Hawthorn Crataegus wootoniana SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Desert Rose Rosa stellata ssp. mirifica SS

Arizona Willow Salix arizonica SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Arizona Alum-Root Heuchera glomerulata SS Sensitive
Species

Tomentose paintbrush Castilleja tomentosa E SS BLM WATCH
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Special Status Plant Species Potentially within 1 Miles of Project Area
Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMAC NMRPCS USFS USFS SCC BLM

Alamo Beardtongue Penstemon alamosensis SS Sensitive
Species

BLM
SENSITIVE

Scarlet Penstemon Penstemon cardinalis ssp. cardinalis SS USFS R3
SCC

Guadalupe Penstemon Penstemon cardinalis ssp. regalis SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

New Mexico Beardtongue Penstemon neomexicanus SS

Metcalfe's Penstemon Penstemon metcalfei E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Mimbres Figwort Scrophularia macrantha E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM
SENSITIVE

Texas Tobacco-Root Valeriana texana SS BLM WATCH

Limestone Violet Viola calcicola SS BLM WATCH

A Sedge Carex ultra SS

Goodding's Onion Allium gooddingii E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Pecos Mariposa Lily Calochortus gunnisonii var. perpulcher SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Mountain Lily Lilium philadelphicum var. andinum E SS

Mogollon Death Camas Anticlea mogollonensis SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Yellow Lady's-Slipper Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

Arizona Crested Coralroot Hexalectris arizonica E SS Sensitive
Species

USFS R3
SCC

BLM WATCH

Coleman's coral-root Hexalectris colemanii E SS

NMAC = New Mexico Administrative Code, E = Endangered; NMRPCS = New Mexico Rare Plant Conservation Strategy, SS = NM Rare Plant Conservation
Strategy Species; USFS = U.S. Forest Service, Sensitive Species = A species likely to occur on USFS lands that is of concern for a potential
reduction in population viability; SCC = Species of Conservation Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management, BLM SENSITIVE = A species
that occurs on BLM lands and whose viability is at risk, BLM WATCH = Species that may be added to the sensitive species list in future pending
new information regarding species status.
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Project Recommendations

Your proposed project activities may require a custom review for assessment of potential effects to wildlife.  See the
"OVERALL STATUS" section above to determine the likelihood that your project will be reviewed further based on its
location.  A Department biologist will confirm whether any additional conservation measures are needed.  You should
expect to receive any additional project recommendations within 30 days of your project submission.  If the "OVERALL
STATUS" section indicates that no further consultation with the Department is required based on its location, then you
will only receive additional project feedback from the Department if a biologist deems it necessary.

It appears that the project area is adjacent to Pueblo/Reservation lands. The Department has no jurisdiction or
authority for the wildlife resources on Indian reservations or property. We would recommend that you contact the
Pueblo/Reservation regarding general wildlife issues or information they may have.

The highly invasive, noxious weed African rue (Peganum harmala) has been documented near the proposed project
area. African rue thrives on disturbed sites and along road sides. It is extremely drought-tolerant and will undergo rapid
vegetative growth when soil moisture is available. African rue is extremely toxic to horses, sheep, cattle, and humans,
containing at least four types of poisonous alkaloids. In addition, most parts of the plant contain allelopathic chemicals
that will reduce the growth of surrounding native plants. To help control this species’ spread, the Department
recommends that any vehicles and equipment arriving on the project site be thoroughly cleaned of all visible dirt and
mud to help contain and control the potential spread of weed seeds. The operator should also initiate a weed
management program that includes a commitment to aggressive control of any African rue on the project site. For more
information on potential control of African rue, see this field guide.

Your project could affect important components of habitat for large mammals, including important and sensitive
seasonal areas, stopover sites, or movement corridors for elk, mule deer, or pronghorn.  Mitigation measures should
be implemented as appropriate in these high use sites and movement areas that were identified based on data
gathered and analyzed by the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (Department) and partners.  Management
recommendations within these areas may include the following (as relevant to the proposed project).

Restrictions on noise-generating activities during wintering and calving/fawning seasons. These seasons are
November 15-April 30 for wintering and May 15-June 30 for calving fawning in northern New Mexico; specific
timing differs for southern New Mexico.  These activities include oil and gas well pad development and
operations that expose wildlife to loud noises from drilling, compressors, and pumping stations within 400 feet
of the source. 
Avoid new fence construction where possible and modify unavoidable fences along high use areas to make
them wildlife friendly and facilitate large animal movement. Where possible, divide larger fenced sites into
smaller fenced areas with movement corridors in between.
Avoid siting facilities within important habitats such as critical seasonal ranges or parturition sites.
To minimize surface disturbance, implement directional drilling and co-locate drill holes on a single pad in the
least suitable areas for wildlife.
Avoid construction or development activities during important times, like parturition (May 15 – June 30 in
northern New Mexico).
Where feasible, coordinate with the Department on collection of pre- and post-construction observational or
GPS collar data to quantify responses of big game herds to project implementation.
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Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) may occur within your project area.  Burrowing owls are protected from take by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and under New Mexico state statute.  Before any ground disturbing activities occur, the
Department recommends that a preliminary burrowing owl survey be conducted by a qualified biologist using the
Department's Burrowing Owl Survey Protocol.  Should burrowing owls be documented in the project area, please
contact the Department or USFWS for further recommendations regarding relocation or avoidance of impacts.

Your project area intersects a Conservation Opportunity Area (COA) as identified in the SWAP for New Mexico.  These
areas contain high numbers of SGCN as identified in the SWAP and therefore represent areas where implementing
conservation actions, including restoration projects intended to benefit wildlife, has higher potential to benefit a diversity
of species.  Within COAs, the Department encourages project proponents to consider (during project planning and
design) and mitigate (during project implementation) potential adverse effects to non-federally listed SGCN and their
habitats.  State-listed and federally-listed species are protected from take by the New Mexico WCA and ESA,
respectively, and migratory birds are protected from take by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Your project area intersects designated critical habitat for one or more species that are listed under the federal ESA. 
The Department recommends that you confirm this using the USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation
(IPAC) system (https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/) and then reach out to the appropriate species lead(s) with the New
Mexico Ecological Services Office of USFWS.  The USFWS has authority to designate critical habitat for species listed
under the ESA.  The Department has no authority to designate critical habitat for species listed under the WCA or ESA.
If there are any federally-listed plants within your project area and your project has a federal nexus, you may find these
recommendations from the USFWS useful: Recommendations for Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultations
Involving Plants in New Mexico; Standards for Conducting and Reporting Consultation Surveys for Federally-Listed,
Proposed, and Candidate Plants in New Mexico.

The proposed project occurs near an important bat area.  This area may contain important bat roosting resources, such
as caves or mines, that potentially could be affected by certain project activities.  Follow the guidelines below to
minimize disturbance to roosting bats.

Avoid use of pesticides, firearms, open-flame torches, or heavy smoke-producing equipment, especially
from April through September.
If artificial lighting is needed, use only light sources powered by batteries, or cyalume glow/light sticks.  Keep
the site clean by picking up refuse or materials from project lighting or operations whenever they are shut down.
If the use of permanent outdoor lights cannot be avoided, design all outdoor lighting in accordance with the
New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act, which requires that outdoor lighting be fitted with shielding that directs
light downward, rather than upward or laterally, to prevent sky glow and associated impacts to bats.
For any surface disturbing activities, the project footprint (including a 350 foot buffer) should avoid potential
roost sites such as caves or mines, especially from April through July.  Tree clearing activities and prescribed
burns should include a minimum 0.5 miles buffer from any such features.
If caves, mines, bridges, or other man-made structure suitable as potential bat roosts are encountered within
the project area, they should not be entered during any time of year, and no roosting or hibernating bats should
be contacted or disturbed.  Report any dead or injured bats to the Department, which can facilitate contacts
with other appropriate personnel.
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Your project area intersects an Important Plant Area (IPA) that contains one or more species of plants listed as
threatened or endangered by the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) under
New Mexico Statutes Annotated (NMSA) 75-6-1 or by the USFWS under the federal ESA. Although IPAs have no legal
designation, they have been identified as areas that support either a high diversity of sensitive plant species or contain
the last remaining locations of New Mexico’s most endangered plants. The Department recommends that you consult
with EMNRD’s Endangered Plant Program Coordinator regarding any state-listed plants and the USFWS’s Information
for Planning and Consultation (IPAC) system for any federally-listed plants and reaching out to the appropriate federal
species lead(s) with the New Mexico Ecological Services Office of USFWS. The Department does not have any
authority to designate or advise on state- or federally-listed plants.

It appears that your buffered project footprint intersects one or more properties owned by the State Game Commission
and managed by the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. You can use the NM Ownership (2021) layer in the
ERT’s Create Project/Map tab to determine whether your project footprint directly intersects any Department-managed
properties. To better coordinate any access or other administrative requirements and address any concerns from our
Department lands program, please contact Donald Auer at donaldp.auer@dgf.nm.gov.

Prairie dog colonies may occur within the vicinity of your project area. Both black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomys
ludovicianus) and Gunnison's prairie dogs (Cynomys gunnisoni) are designated as New Mexico SGCN, and their
colonies provide important habitat for other grassland wildlife.  Wherever possible, occupied prairie dog colonies should
be left undisturbed, and all project activities should be directed off the colony.  Any burrows that are located on the
project site should be surveyed by a qualified biologist to determine whether burrows are active or inactive and whether
burrowing owls may be utilizing the site.  Colonies within the range of the black-tailed prairie dog can be surveyed by a
qualified biologist diurnally, year-round using binoculars.  Colonies within the range of the Gunnison’s prairie dog can
be surveyed by a qualified biologist diurnally, using binoculars during the warmer months from April through October
and by searching for fairly fresh scat and lack of cobwebs or debris at the mouths of burrows during the cold months
(November through March).  If ground-disturbing activities cannot be relocated off the prairie dog colony, or if project
activities involve control of prairie dogs, the Department recommends live-trapping and relocation of prairie dogs.  The
Department can provide recommendations regarding suitability of potential translocation areas and procedures.

The proposed project occurs within or near a riparian area.  Because riparian areas are important wildlife habitats, the
project footprint should avoid removing any riparian vegetation or creating ground disturbance either directly within or
affecting the riparian area, unless the project is intended to restore riparian habitat through non-native plant removal
and replanting with native species.  If your project involves removal of non-native riparian trees or planting of native
riparian vegetation, please refer to the Department's habitat handbook guideline for Restoration and Management of
Native and Non-native Trees in Southwestern Riparian Ecosystems. The New Mexico Riparian Habitat Map
(NMRipMap) may also provide useful information on local riparian habitat composition and structure.
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Your proposed project occurs within an area where springs or other important natural water features occur.  This may
result in the presence of a high use area for wildlife relative to the surrounding landscape.  To ensure continued
function of these important wildlife habitats, your project should consider measures to avoid the following.

Altering surface or groundwater flow or hydrology,
Disturbance to soil that modifies geomorphic properties or facilitates invasion of non-native vegetation.
Affecting local surface or groundwater quality.
Creating disturbance to wildlife utilizing these water features.  Disturbance to wildlife can be reduced through
practices including clustering infrastructure and activity wherever possible, avoiding large visual obstructions
around water features, and limiting nighttime project operations or activities.

Department biologists are available for site-specific consultation regarding measures to assist with management and
conservation of these habitat resources.

Your project is on or near a section of road that has experienced comparatively high incidence of wildlife-vehicle
collisions. Coordinate with the New Mexico Department of Transportation to consider implementing mitigation actions
that are appropriate to your project area and planned action to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions. These may include but
are not limited to: installation of wildlife-proof fencing; installation of wildlife passages such as arch culverts or
overpasses; and installation of animal detection systems.

Disclaimers regarding recommendations:

The Department provides technical guidance to support the persistence of all protected species of native fish
and wildlife, including game and nongame wildlife species.  Species listed within this report include those that
have been documented to occur within the project area, and others that may not have been documented but
are projected to occur within the project vicinity.
Recommendations are provided by the Department under the authority of § 17-1-5.1 New Mexico Statutes
Annotated 1978, to provide "communication and consultation with federal and other state agencies, local
governments and communities, private organizations and affected interests responsible for habitat, wilderness,
recreation, water quality and environmental protection to ensure comprehensive conservation services for
hunters, anglers and nonconsumptive wildlife users".
The Department has no authority for management of plants or Important Plant Areas.  The New Mexico
Endangered Plant Program, under the Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department's Forestry
Division, identifies and develops conservation measures necessary to ensure the survival of plant species
within New Mexico.  Plant status information is provided within this report as a courtesy to users. 
Recommendations provided within the ERT may not be sufficient to preclude impacts to rare or sensitive plants,
unless conservation measures are identified in coordination with the Endangered Plant Program. 
Additional coordination and/or consultation may also be necessary under the federal ESA or National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Further site-specific mitigation recommendations may be proposed during
ESA consultation and/or NEPA analyses or through coordination with affected federal agencies.
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