
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-2565

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Title: Lea County Pipeline

Project Type: ENERGY DEVELOPMENT, OIL AND GAS TRANSMISSION (PIPELINE), OIL AND GAS

PIPELINES, MAINTENANCE OR EXISTING AREAS

Latitude/Longitude (DMS): 32.780143 / -103.768352

County(s): EDDY; LEA

Project Description: Proposed maintenance of existing pipeline. Improvements will make pipeline piggable. All

work will be conducted within the existing permanent ROW.

REQUESTOR INFORMATION 

Project Organization: PRIVATE COMPANY OR CONSULTANT

Contact Name: Ryann Williams

Email Address: rewilliams@burnsmcd.com

Organization: Burns & McDonnell

Address: 9450 Ward Parkway, Kansas City MO  64114

Phone: 8163496802

OVERALL STATUS 

The information contained within this report comprises the recommendations of the New Mexico Department of Game
and Fish (Department) for management and mitigation of proposed project impacts to wildlife and habitat resources;
see the Project Recommendations section below for further details.  No further consultation with the Department is
required based on the project’s location and, with implementation of mitigation measures described in the Project
Recommendations section below, no adverse effects to wildlife or important habitats are anticipated.  However, a
Department biologist may be in touch within 30 days if they determine that further review is required.  
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About this report:

This environmental review is based on the project description and location that was entered.  The report must
be updated if the project type, area, or operational components are modified.
This is a preliminary environmental screening assessment and report.  It is not a substitute for the potential
wildlife knowledge gained by having a biologist conduct a field survey of the project area.  Federal status and
plant data are provided as a courtesy to users.  The review is also not intended to replace consultation required
under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), including impact analyses for federal resources from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using their Information for Planning and Consultation tool.
The New Mexico Environmental Review Tool (ERT) utilizes species observation locations and species habitat
suitability models, both of which are subject to ongoing change and refinement.  Inclusion or omission of a
species within a report cannot guarantee species presence or absence within your project area.  To determine
occurrence of any species listed in this report, or other wildlife that may be present within your project area,
onsite surveys conducted by a qualified biologist during appropriate, species-specific survey timelines may be
necessary.
The Department encourages use of the ERT to modify proposed projects for avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation of wildlife impacts.  However, the ERT is not intended to be used in a repeatedly iterative fashion to
adjust project attributes until a previously determined recommendation is generated.  The ERT serves to
assess impacts once project details are developed.  The New Mexico Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool is the
appropriate system for advising early-stage project planning and design to avoid areas of anticipated wildlife
concerns and associated regulatory requirements.
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Special Status Animal Species Potentially within 200 Meters of Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF
SGCN/SERI

Barking Frog Craugastor augusti SGCN

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis E SGCN

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus T SGCN

Lesser Prairie-chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus SGCN

Western Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia hypugaea SGCN

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor SGCN

Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii SGCN

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus SGCN

Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii T SGCN

Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor T SGCN

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus SGCN

McCown's Longspur Rhynchophanes mccownii SGCN

Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus SGCN

Black-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus SGCN

Dunes Sagebrush Lizard Sceloporus arenicolus E SGCN

Common Checkered Whiptail Aspidoscelis tesselata E SGCN

Desert Massasauga Sistrurus catenatus edwardsii SGCN

ESA = Endangered Species Act, WCA = Wildlife Conservation Act, SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need, SERI = Species
of Economic and Recreational Importance, C = Candidate, E = Endangered, T = Threatened
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=020010
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102193
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040380
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Falco femoralis
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040384
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102654
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041525
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Tympanuchus pallidicinctus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041320
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103827
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041225
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.102646
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041475
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Anthus spragueii
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041750
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Lanius ludovicianus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042190
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Vireo bellii
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040125
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Passerina versicolor
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041905
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103115
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041140
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.101543
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041130
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105108
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050200
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Cynomys ludovicianus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030086
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105095
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030465
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100978
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030130
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.104548
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Project Recommendations

Open trenches excavated for underground water or oil and gas pipelines, powerlines, or fiber optic communication
lines can unintentionally entrap and cause the unnecessary mortality of amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals, and
can cause injury to large mammals.  Trapped animals can die from exposure, starvation, crushing from pipe-laying,
entombment from trenching backfilling, drowning, and predation.  This unnecessary wildlife mortality can be avoided by
implementing conservation measures including: concurrent trenching, pipe-laying, and backfilling operations to
minimize the amount of trench left open overnight or longer; construction escape ramps; and employing biological
monitors to remove trapped animals.  Periods of highest activity for amphibians and reptiles vulnerable to entrapment
include summer months and wet weather, and they can be active both day and night.  Small mammals subject to
entrapment are active year-round and generally most active at night.
Implementing the general trenching conservation measures outlined in the Department's Trenching Project Guidelines
 will help minimize unnecessary mortality of wildlife.  Best management practices should include, at minimum, the
following mitigation measures.

Whenever possible, locate trenching activities within previously disturbed areas, such as existing road or
pipeline right-of-ways.  To the extent possible, avoid trenching in undisturbed habitat.
Trench during the cooler months (October – March).
Utilize concurrent trenching, pipe- or cable-laying, and backfilling.  Keep trenching, pipe- or cable-laying, and
backfilling crews as close together as possible to minimize the amount of open trench at any given time.  When
trenching activities are temporarily halted (e.g., overnight, weekends, holidays, weather shutdowns), protect
wildlife from accessing any open trench between digging and backfilling operations by using one or more of the
methods described below.
Avoid leaving trenches open overnight.  When trenches cannot be backfilled immediately, escape ramps should
be constructed at least every 90 meters and preferably 30 meters.  Escape ramps can be constructed parallel
or perpendicular to the existing trench.  The escape ramp slope should be less than 45 degrees (1:1).  If pipe or
cable has been installed but backfilling has not occurred, escape ramps may need to be constructed on both
sides of the trench, since, unless the pipe is elevated enough to allow animals to move underneath it, the pipe
or cable may block access of amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals to the ramps if only constructed on one
side.
Trenches that have been left open overnight should be inspected the following day by a qualified biological
monitor and trapped animals removed as soon as possible, especially where state- or federally-listed
threatened or endangered amphibians, reptiles, or small mammals occur.  Untrained personnel should not
attempt to remove trapped wildlife because of the potential to injure animals and the possibility of injury from
venomous snakes.  Required tools for removal will include snake tongs for removing snakes and a dip net for
capturing and removing amphibians and small mammals.  Many animals trapped in a trench will burrow under
loose soil.  To the extent possible, the biological monitor should disturb loose soil in the trench to uncover and
remove trapped animals.  Animals should be relocated at least 50 meters away from the open trench in
undisturbed habitat.
When pipe has been laid in the trench, end caps should be placed on the open end(s) of the pipe to preclude
animals from entering.  Pipe staged outside the trench should be capped until placed in the trench or checked
for wildlife before being placed into the trench.
Most wildlife can be protected by constructing silt fence completely around the open trench.  Silt fence should
be supported from sagging by t-posts, rebar, or stakes and buried at the base to preclude animals from moving
below the fence.  If construction of a silt fence is a required best management practice for erosion control, then,
to preclude the need for a biological monitor, escape ramps, and concurrent backfilling, the guidelines for silt
fence installation and maintenance in the Trenching Project Guidelines should be followed.
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http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/habitat-handbook/project-guidelines/Trenching-Project-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/habitat-handbook/project-guidelines/Trenching-Project-Guidelines.pdf
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Our preliminary assessment indicates your project occurs in Lesser Prairie-chicken Crucial Habitat Category 3
(Modeled Habitat Zone).

The Lesser Prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicintus) (LPC) was designated as a Species of Greatest Conservation
Need in New Mexico and the southern Distinct Population Segment, including populations in New Mexico and Texas, is
federally listed as Endangered as of March 27th, 2023.  The LPC Interstate Working Group has developed
the Southern Great Plains Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool (SGP-CHAT) to designate and prioritize areas for LPC
conservation activities and development.  Our preliminary assessment indicates your project occurs in LPC habitat. 
For more information on the SGP-CHAT, contact Chanda Pettie, Industry LPC Program Contact with the Western
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, at (719) 207-5053 or chanda.pettie@wafwa.org.
If your project has potential to lead to take (including harassment, harm, pursuit, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing,
trapping, capturing, collecting, or attempting to engage in these activities) of a LPC, the Department recommends you
contact Lauren Rangel, at 505-761-4745 or lauren_rangel@fws.gov, who is the species lead for the LPC in the
Ecological Services Office with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  She is also the contact for the rangewide
renewable energy Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) if relevant for your project.  The Department recommends a
qualified, permitted biologist conduct surveys for the LPC according to these lesser prairie-chicken survey protocols (or
others recommended by USFWS) and following any training as required by USFWS.
 

Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) may occur within your project area.  Before any ground disturbing activities occur,
the Department recommends that a preliminary burrowing owl survey be conducted by a qualified biologist using the
Department's burrowing owl survey protocol.  Should burrowing owls be documented in the project area, please
contact the Department or USFWS for further recommendations regarding relocation or avoidance of impacts.

Your proposed project intersects dunes sagebrush lizard (Sceloporus arenicolus) habitat. The dunes sagebrush lizard
was previously proposed for listing as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), and is listed Endangered by the State of New Mexico under the New Mexico Wildlife Conservation
Act.  The Center of Excellence for Hazardous Materials Management (CEHMM) has entered into an agreement with
USFWS to work in cooperation with private landowners and industry to support conservation for the dunes sagebrush
lizard while continuing to work on the land.  The Department recommends that contacting CEHMM to assess if there is
suitable dune habitat within the project area that warrants a dunes sagebrush lizard survey prior to any disturbance,
and to provide guidance for implementing mitigation measures if necessary.

Prairie dog colonies may occur within the vicinity of your project area. Both black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomys
ludovicianus) and Gunnison's prairie dogs (Cynomys gunnisoni) are designated as New Mexico Species of Greatest
Conservation Need, and their colonies provide important habitat for other grassland wildlife.  Wherever possible,
occupied prairie dog colonies should be left undisturbed, and all project activities should be directed off the colony. 
Any burrows that are located on the project site should be surveyed by a qualified biologist to determine whether
burrows are active or inactive and whether burrowing owls may be utilizing the site.  Colonies within the range of the
black-tailed prairie dog can be surveyed by a qualified biologist diurnally, year-round using binoculars.  Colonies within
the range of the Gunnison’s prairie dog can be surveyed by a qualified biologist diurnally, using binoculars during the
warmer months from April through October and by searching for fairly fresh scat and lack of cobwebs or debris at the
mouths of burrows during the cold months (November through March).  If ground-disturbing activities cannot be
relocated off the prairie dog colony, or if project activities involve control of prairie dogs, the Department recommends
live-trapping and relocation of prairie dogs.  The Department can provide recommendations regarding suitability of
potential translocation areas and procedures.
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https://www.sgpchat.org/
mailto:chanda.pettie@wafwa.org
mailto:lauren_rangel@fws.gov
https://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/habitat-handbook/project-guidelines/Lesser-Prairie-chicken-Survey-Protocols-2022.pdf
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/habitat-handbook/project-guidelines/Burrowing-Owl-Surveys-and-Mitigation-2007.pdf
https://www.cehmm.org/
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Disclaimers regarding recommendations:

The Department provides technical guidance to support the persistence of all protected species of native fish
and wildlife, including game and nongame wildlife species.  Species listed within this report include those that
have been documented to occur within the project area, and others that may not have been documented but
are projected to occur within the project vicinity.
Recommendations are provided by the Department under the authority of  § 17-1-5.1 New Mexico Statutes
Annotated 1978, to provide "communication and consultation with federal and other state agencies, local
governments and communities, private organizations and affected interests responsible for habitat, wilderness,
recreation, water quality and environmental protection to ensure comprehensive conservation services for
hunters, anglers and nonconsumptive wildlife users".
The Department has no authority for management of plants or Important Plant Areas.  The New Mexico
Endangered Plant Program, under the Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department's Forestry
Division, identifies and develops conservation measures necessary to ensure the survival of plant species
within New Mexico.  Plant status information is provided within this report as a courtesy to users. 
Recommendations provided within the ERT may not be sufficient to preclude impacts to rare or sensitive plants,
unless conservation measures are identified in coordination with the Endangered Plant Program. 
Additional coordination may also be necessary under the federal ESA or National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).  Further site-specific recommendations may be proposed during ESA and/or NEPA analyses, or
through coordination with affected federal agencies.
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