New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-1843

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Title:

Project Type:
Latitude/Longitude (DMS):
County(s):

Project Description:

Portales Municipal Airport

(NO PROJECT REVIEW) SPECIES LIST ONLY

34.141790/-103.404760

ROOSEVELT

The Portales Municipal Airport is updating our Wildlife Mitigation Plan. For that plan, we
need a species list of types of animals that live in the area, so they can be included. This
is both a safety measure for them and for the pilots.

REQUESTOR INFORMATION

Project Organization:
Contact Name:

Email Address:
Organization:
Address:

Phone:

OVERALL STATUS

CITY GOVERNMENT

Kelly McClellan
KMcClellan@portalesnm.gov
City of Portales

200 E 7th St, Portales NM 88130
5758250198

The information contained within this report comprises the recommendations of the New Mexico Department of Game
and Fish (Department) for management and mitigation of proposed project impacts to wildlife and habitat resources;
see the Project Recommendations section below for further details. No further consultation with the Department is
required based on the project’s location and, with implementation of mitigation measures described in the Project
Recommendations section below, no adverse effects to wildlife or important habitats are anticipated. However, a
Department biologist may be in touch within 30 days if they determine that further review is required.
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-1843

About this report:

¢ This environmental review is based on the project description and location that was entered. The report must
be updated if the project type, area, or operational components are modified.

¢ This is a preliminary environmental screening assessment and report. It is not a substitute for the potential
wildlife knowledge gained by having a biologist conduct a field survey of the project area. Federal status and
plant data are provided as a courtesy to users. The review is also not intended to replace consultation required
under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), including impact analyses for federal resources from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using their Information for Planning and Consultation tool.

¢ The New Mexico Environmental Review Tool (ERT) utilizes species observation locations and species
distribution models, both of which are subject to ongoing change and refinement. Inclusion or omission of a
species within a report can not guarantee species presence or absence at a precise point location, as might be
indicated through comprehensive biological surveys. Specific questions regarding the potential for adverse
impacts to vulnerable wildlife populations or habitats, especially in areas with a limited history of biological
surveys, may require further on-site assessments.

¢ The Department encourages use of the ERT to modify proposed projects for avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation of wildlife impacts. However, the ERT is not intended to be used in a repeatedly iterative fashion to
adjust project attributes until a previously determined recommendation is generated. The ERT serves to asses
impacts once project details are developed. The New Mexico Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool is the
appropriate system for advising early-stage project planning and design to avoid areas of anticipated wildlife
concerns and associated regulatory requirements.
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https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
http://nmchat.org/index.html

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-1843

Portales Municipal Airport
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New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Project ID: NMERT-1843

Special Status Animal Species within 2000 Meters of Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name USFWS (ESA) NMDGF (WCA) NMDGF
SGCN/SERI
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis SGCN
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T SGCN
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus T SGCN
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus SGCN
Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus SGCN
Long-Billed Curlew Numenius americanus SGCN
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus LT SGCN
Western Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia hypugaea SGCN
Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis SGCN
Red-Headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus SGCN
Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea SGCN
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus SGCN
Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus SGCN
Dunes Sagebrush Lizard Sceloporus arenicolus E SGCN
Cougar Puma concolor SERI
Pronghorn Antilocapra americana americana SERI

ESA = Endangered Species Act, WCA = Wildlife Conservation Act, SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need, SERI = Species
of Economic and Recreational Importance

Project Recommendations

This report includes a preliminary species list that may be used during early stages of project or conservation planning.
Even if this report indicates that your proposed project location would require a custom review from a biologist, no
review will be returned until additional project details are provided. To obtain a project review, please submit
additional details regarding the type of project, project objectives, anticipated project duration, timing of project
construction, the composition and dimensions/quantities of materials that will be utilized for project implementation,
any equipment that will be used, anticipated ground disturbance that will occur, wildlife surveys or observations that
have occurred on or near the project site, and any other relevant details regarding potential effects of project
activities on wildlife or wildlife habitat. Photographs of the project site are especially useful.

Although this project report may include management recommendations based on the project location, additional
conservation measures may be needed. The Department can not fully assess potential effects and associated
management recommendations until a project type and description have been submitted, and an appropriate impact
buffer for that project type has been applied. Also, the species list within this report represents an estimation of special
status species that could be present at the site of a small-scale project. Species lists for projects that occur across
broader geographic scales (e.g., one or more counties, multiple habitat types) are more appropriately obtained from
the Department's Biota Information System of New Mexico (BISON-M) database. Species lists generated by the
ERT may contain modeled species distributions in order to predict species occurrences within areas that lack previous
wildlife inventories or surveys. This list can be refined using occurrence-based information within BISON-M regarding
wildlife-habitat relationships and biological needs for species that might be present within the project footprint.

Our preliminary assessment indicates your project occurs in Lesser Prairie-chicken Crucial Habitat Category 3
(Modeled Habitat Zone).
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http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040630
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Podiceps nigricollis
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040370
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Haliaeetus leucocephalus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040384
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Falco peregrinus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041525
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Tympanuchus pallidicinctus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041500
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Charadrius montanus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040255
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Numenius americanus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=040251
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105709
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041320
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103827
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042540
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Melanerpes lewis
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=042555
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Melanerpes erythrocephalus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041245
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Sitta pygmaea
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=041750
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Lanius ludovicianus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050200
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.100941
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=030086
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Sceloporus arenicolus
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050320
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Puma+concolor
http://www.bison-m.org/booklet.aspx?id=050585
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Antilocapra+americana
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The Lesser Prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicintus) (LPC) was designated as a Species of Greatest Conservation
Need in New Mexico, and has been considered for federal listing as Threatened. The LPC Interstate Working Group
has developed the LPC Range-Wide Conservation Plan (RWP) and Southern Great Plains Crucial Habitat Assessment
Tool (SGP-CHAT) to designate and prioritize areas for LPC conservation activities and development. Our preliminary
assessment indicates your project occurs in LPC habitat.

The Department therefore recommends that you consider enrolling under the LPC Range-Wide Conservation Plan.
This plan provides assurances and authorizes incidental take of LPC to participants who voluntarily enroll and fully
implement their conservation commitments under the RWP. For additional information on enrolling under the Plan and
project planning guidance, contact Grant Beauprez, the Department's Lesser Prairie Chicken Biologist, at (575)
683-0333 or Grant.Beauprez@state.nm.us, or Chanda Pettie, Industry LPC Program Contact with the Western
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, at (719) 207-5053 or wafwa.gis@wafwa.org.

Burrowing owl is known to occur within or near your project area. Before any ground disturbing activities occur, the
Department recommends that a preliminary survey be conducted between April and September, using the
Department's burrowing owl survey protocol. Should burrowing owls be documented in the project area, please
contact the Department or USFWS for further recommendations regarding relocation or avoidance of impacts.

The proposed project occurs near a playa. Playas are shallow, ephemeral wetlands that fill in response to precipitation.
Some playas remain wet for just a few weeks or months, while others remain wet for years. Playas are often highly
productive habitats that attract abundant wildlife, and are vital to continentally important populations of waterfowl,
shorebirds, waterbirds, and many other migratory and resident birds.

¢ To ensure continued function of these important wildlife habitats, the project footprint should completely avoid
the playa feature during both wet and dry periods. Some playas may remain dry for multiple years. Construction
technigues should not disturb the natural playa soils or hydrology, such as by farming, trenching, pitting, or
draining.

¢ Projects occurring in upland areas near a playa should maintain a minimum 40-meter wide buffer around the
entire playa. A buffer of 40 meters protects the playa from excess sedimentation, which is a major source of
playa degradation. The buffer should consist of native grass species, preferably native shortgrass prairie
species such as buffalo grass (Bouteloua dactyloides) or blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis).

¢ Because playas are bird concentration areas, tall structures should be located as far away from the playa as
possible to prevent avian collisions. If location near a playa is deemed necessary, the Department requests the
opportunity for additional consultation.

¢ Design considerations should also include clustering project activity and development within the project
footprint wherever possible, and avoiding disturbances that lead to increases in noise, lighting, perturbed soil
and non-native vegetation, or other activity.

Prairie dog colonies have been mapped within the vicinity of your project area. Both black-tailed prairie dogs
(Cynomys ludovicianus) and Gunnison's prairie dogs (Cynomys gunnisoni) are designated as New Mexico Species of
Greatest Conservation Need, and their colonies provide important habitat for other grassland wildlife. Wherever
possible, occupied prairie dog colonies should be left undisturbed, and all project activities should be directed off the
colony. Any burrows that are located on the project site should be surveyed during the period of 1 March-1
September to determine whether burrows are active or inactive, and whether burrowing owls (Athene cunicularia) may
be utilizing the site. If ground-disturbing activities cannot be relocated off the prairie dog colony, or if project activities
involve control of prairie dogs, the Department recommends live-trapping and relocation of prairie dogs. The
Department can provide recommendations regarding suitability of potential translocation areas and procedures.
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https://wafwa.org/wpdm-package/the-lesser-prairie-chicken-range-wide-conservation-plan/
https://www.sgpchat.org/
mailto:Grant.Beauprez@state.nm.us
mailto:wafwa.gis@wafwa.org
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/download/conservation/habitat-handbook/project-guidelines/Burrowing-Owl-Surveys-and-Mitigation-2007.pdf
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Disclaimers regarding recommendations:

¢ The Department provides technical guidance to support the persistence of all protected species of native fish
and wildlife, including game and nongame wildlife species. Species listed within this report include those that
have been documented to occur within the project area, and others that may not have been documented but
are projected to occur within the project vicinity.

¢ Recommendations are provided by the Department under the authority of § 17-1-5.1 New Mexico Statutes
Annotated 1978, to provide "communication and consultation with federal and other state agencies, local
governments and communities, private organizations and affected interests responsible for habitat, wilderness,
recreation, water quality and environmental protection to ensure comprehensive conservation services for
hunters, anglers and nonconsumptive wildlife users".

e The Department has no authority for management of plants or Important Plant Areas. The New Mexico
Endangered Plant Program, under the Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department's Forestry
Division, identifies and develops conservation measures necessary to ensure the survival of plant species
within New Mexico. Plant status information is provided within this report as a courtesy to users.
Recommendations provided within the ERT may not be sufficient to preclude impacts to rare or sensitive plants,
unless conservation measures are identified in coordination with the Endangered Plant Program.

¢ Additional coordination may also be necessary under the federal ESA or National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). Further site-specific recommendations may be proposed during ESA and/or NEPA analyses, or
through coordination with affected federal agencies.
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http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SFD/ForestMgt/Endangered.html
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SFD/ForestMgt/Endangered.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

